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An Elian Bicentenary 
Charles Lamb first published ‘Imperfect Sympathies’ in the London 
Magazine, in August, 1821.  

From ‘Imperfect Sympathies’ 

I have been trying all my life to like Scotchmen, and am obliged to desist 
from the experiment in despair. They cannot like me — and in truth, I 
never knew one of that nation who attempted to do it. There is 
something more plain and ingenuous in their mode of proceeding. We 
know one another at first sight. There is an order of imperfect intellects 
(under which mine must be content to rank) which in its constitution is 
essentially anti-Caledonian. The owners of the sort of faculties I allude 
to, have minds rather suggestive than comprehensive. They have no 
pretences to much clearness or precision in their ideas, or in their 
manner of expressing them. Their intellectual wardrobe (to confess 
fairly) has few whole pieces in it. They are content with fragments and 
scattered pieces of Truth. She presents no full front to them-a feature or 
side-face at the most. Hints and glimpses, germs and crude essays at a 
system, is the utmost they pretend to. They beat up a little game 
peradventure—and leave it to knottier heads, more robust 
constitutions, to run it down. The light that lights them is not steady 
and polar, but mutable and shifting: waxing, and again waning. Their 
conversation is accordingly. They will throw out a random word in or 
out of season, and be content to let it pass for what it is worth. They 
cannot speak always as if they were upon their oath-but must be 
understood, speaking or writing, with some abatement. They seldom 
wait to mature a proposition, but even bring it to market in the green 
ear. They delight to impart their defective discoveries, as they arise, 
without waiting for their full development. They are no systematisers, 
and would but err more by attempting it. Their minds, as I said before, 
are suggestive merely. The brain of a true Caledonian (if I am not 
mistaken) is constituted upon quite a different plan. His Minerva is 
born in panoply.  

Front cover images of Mary and Charles Lamb are taken from the William MacDonald 
edition of the Works of Charles and Mary Lamb (London: Dent, 1903-1908) 
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The Charles Lamb Society Bulletin was published in quarterly issues from 1935 
to 1972. Its first editor was the Elian scholar and poet S. M. Rich. The new series 
began in January 1973 as The Charles Lamb Bulletin under the editorship of 
Basil Savage.  

The Bulletin is a peer-reviewed journal devoted to the study of Charles and 
Mary Lamb and their circle. It aims to promote Lamb scholarship and 
welcomes submissions in the form of essays, reviews, and notes and queries 
from established academics, new entrants to the field, and those who simply 
admire the Lambs’ writings. 

Essays submitted to the journal should preferably be in 11-point Book Antiqua 
typescript and between 4000 and 8000 words in length. Preferably, submissions 
should be sent to the Editor as an email attachment in MS Word. Submissions 
should be double-spaced throughout, including quotations, and should follow 
MHRA style, with a couple of minor alterations. A full style-sheet is available 
online at the Society’s website. For further information contact the Editor, John 
Gardner, School of Humanities, Anglia Ruskin University, East Road, 
Cambridge, CB1 1PT (john.gardner@aru.ac.uk).  
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