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What are Bishop Marks?
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1660-63

Henry Bishop our First Postmaster-General
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"To prevent delays, a stamp has been created
which, affixed to each letter, indicates the day
and month in which it arrives at the office, so
that no courier dares to keep a letter on the
way from one post office to another. ”

Henry Bishop

Advertised in Mercurius Publicus in April 1661, the weekly
publication of the edicts of The King.
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Lowe, R. (1947) Handstruck Stamps (England and Wales). Encyclopaedia of British Empire Postage Stamps. Robson Lowe Ltd, London. p.17.

HANDSTRUCK STAMPS (ENGLAND AND WALES) 17
England and Wales
GENERAL POST
London Date Stamps
a) General.
(1] [] . [3]
Cat. : : Price
No. Date Type Colour from
o 1661-73 [I1 with serifed letters, diam. 13 mm. black 20/-
2 1673-1713 [2] letters sans-serif, diam. 13 or 14 mm. black 5/-
3: 1713-87 [3] as illustrated, diam. 14 to 20 mm. : black 2/6

The above are varieties of the first handstruck postage stamp ever used, known as the Bishop mark, from its
inventor, Henry Bishop, the Farmer of the Posts. Its history is given in Appendix II of Handstruck Postage Stamps

of the British Empire. See also Foreign Office marks.
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“Probably all the stamps... ...were cut in boxwood, new every day.
Wooden stamps were said to admit of the most rapid work and so
were used for evening (stamping) duty, when there was great
pressure, until after 1857.” Robson Lowe.
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Why create Serif-less date-stampers?
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of date stamps.
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John Soan[e] 1753-1837

© Sir John Soane’s Museum, London. Photo: Hugh Kelly
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© FOUNT-SANS-1756
represents the first ever

deliberately serif-less
geometric and near
monoline letterform
in the eighteenth

century. Revived
by Jon Melton of

emfoundry.com
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Do other examples of a prolific
use of serif-less roman

letterforms exist within the late
17t and through 18t Century?

Have Bishop Marks left their
‘mark’ upon the early Grots of
the 19t Century?
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How should type design
software be utilized to
generate 365 consecutive date
glyphs, without providing one
for each?

Which font distributers might
be interested in distributing
this historical revival of our
primal sans serif when its
complete later this year?
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