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The	true	source	of	the	sans	(Part	One)
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Royal	Academy	summer	exhibition.
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John	Soan[e]	1753-1837



c.1816
The	first	Sans-serif	metal	type.
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1779-1816
A	quarter	of	a	century	gap.
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1793
Earliest	known	extant	Soane	Sans.
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1756
The	source	of	Soane’s	 serif-less	letterforms?
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English	Translation:

10.	one	of	the	arches	of	the	aqueduct,	where	one	reads	the	rest	of	the	inscription	shown	in	fig.II.	And	supplicated	in	Figure III.	With	
letters	NERO	according	to	the	most	probable	interpretation,	that	many	more	did	not	want	to	occupy	the	space,	or	they	lack	it, thus	
composing	the	word	NERONIONIANA,	which,	all	that	is	a	solecism	for	the	increase	of	the	two	ON-I	syllables.	Incompatible	in	the	
centuries	of	Latin;	but	it	may	be	derived	from	the	inevitability	of	the	craftsmen	in	its	composition.
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1758-9	Edition

Edition	 of	1784
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CIL	XV	356	BI	Bianchi	2009.

E X • O F F I C
N ER ON I AN 	

CIL	XV	391/391	var.?	Forma:	110.

[ _ ] +ON I ANA
(Possibly)
P E TR ON I ANA



© (1986)	Photographer:	Greg	Tardieu	 (Thesis)
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©	(c.1870)	Photographer	Cugnoni,	 Ignazo ©	Photographer	 unknown,	 itineroma

Circa	 1870 Circa	 2000
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‘These	volumes	much
disfigured	by	spots	etc
previous	to	1837			GB’

George	Bailey	(1772-1860),	 first	 Curator
of	the	Sir	John	Soane’s	Museum.



©
	P
ho
to
gr
ap
he
r	
un
kn
ow

n,
	it
in
er
om

a



©
	Jo
n	
M
el
to
n	
em

fo
un
dr
y,
	©

	P
ho
to
gr
ap
he
r	
un
kn
ow

n,
	i
tin
er
om

a



©	2018	 Jon	Melton,	 courtesy	of	 the	Sir	 John	Soane’s	 Museum



©	©	commons.wikimedia.org	 (public	domain).	Photographer:	m/m ©	commons.wikimedia.org	 (public	domain).	Photographer:	Lalupa



Giovanni	 Battista	 Piranesi	 1720-1778	
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Fount	Sans1756
Typeface



   FOUNT•SANS•1756
represents the first ever 
deliberately serif-less 
geometric and near 
monoline letterform
in the eighteenth
century. Revived
by Jon Melton of
emfoundry.com
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