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Abstract
This article explores the concept of television cycles,
using the American sunshine noir cycle as an example.
To conceptualize television cycles, this article draws
heavily on Amanda Ann Klein's work on American film
cycles and puts the television cycle in relation to
notions of genre, sub-genre and indvidual texts. In a
second step, this article will analyse a specific example,
the sunshine noir, 3 cycle present in American
television in the 18805 and 19505 and most commonly
associated with Miami Vice (1984-89). The sunshine
noiris part of the crime genre and describes detective
narratives that draw on film noir of the 19305 and
19405 and neo-noir films from the 18805 and 19905
and reconfigure elements of style and narrative to fit
the narrative and industrial needs of television.
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