SSH Interview 6


Note for interviewee: We have been through and taken measures to anonymise this interview and remove personal information. We are happy to delete any parts of this that you prefer not to be in the public domain or that you think may identify you when you would prefer not to be identified. Feel free also to make corrections e.g. to names of other academics. Please let us know by [date] anything you would like deleted, otherwise this will be uploaded to an open access data portal. Thank you again for your participation.
00:00 Speaker 1: Now we are on the record. Okay, the interview itself consists of three parts. It's first very, very conventionally... Constructed very conventionally. First, there will be some questions about your background. And then I will move on to your perspectives on how the literature, the state of the art in energy, and Social Science and Humanities, SSH, has developed over the last 20, 30 years from your perspective. From where you are, both in terms of research interests and maybe also geographically. And then, in the third part, we will talk about your future involvement, and also about these five references and opportunities for you to involve yourself in the project. Okay, tell me about your research to date in the context of energy efficiency in a broad sense.

01:00 Speaker 2: Okay. So I do several different types of studies that are in general energy-related and energy efficiency-related. I started to work on [education information], and when I looked on the larger questions of decision-making in the sector of energy and tried to map, especially energy resources vis-a-vis, their rise in the awareness and the policy and based on technological advances or the new finding of say the natural gas in the [location] that came in 2010 and then changed the map. And I was looking on a very macro level of energy characteristics of the country of [country]. And looked on transitions that are based on such discoveries and on entering of other technologies such as renewable energy. So, that was the beginning of my research into the energy. Before that, I worked on... I mean, I had other policy-related topics, especially water.

02:26 S2: So, this is where I came from, I had a general characteristic of the energy sector. And then, I moved to focus on the planning and building-related regulation of energy. And took more a comparative international approach, to look on how to remove barriers to renewable energy installations, both at the level of the building or the... Inside the urban context and the rural context. We did a very big three-year study of comparative analysis of planning and building regulations in the different European countries. Again, and one of the difficulties now in publishing is that it changes all the time. Planning and regulations are, in one hand are so conservative, on the other hand... And hard to change. On the other hand, like in recent years, we did see some major shifts or even minor, but ones that made different impacts in different countries.

03:45 S1: So, how does this affect your research work, this... I noticed we had a combination of very, very stubborn and inert regulations, and on the other hand, a politics sphere that wants to change everything at once, and sometimes they do actually. How does this affect the work? How are you dealing with it? 

04:15 S2: So, we produced the report, the technical report [information] in [country] that funded the research, but we didn't publish because now I know that if I want to publish academically, I will have to go back again to all the data, back again to the field even, back again to the interviewees to make sure that I am with my hands on the pulse in terms of regulation. So, every little change in regulation, in standards, in policies, they have impact and it's really hard to follow on changes in that respect. So what I find myself doing is publishing more conceptual papers and much less detailed papers as I would like. The devil is in the details, right? And you can't say much about the details, of changes. And because of such small variations among countries and even within countries. Like we did our research in [country] but then, you move to another Lander and it's different.

05:35 S1: Yeah. It's also a question of how specific you get and how both in terms of time and space, and... Which is, I think it is something valuable for you, to be specific.

05:54 S2: Exactly, I think that in energy-related topics that are grounded in the ground or on rooftops, like, and that are... The detail is important and they may be different, but again, it's hard to publish on that. So the real struggle I found in the study, which I did with my... It was during my postdoc, now I'm a lecturer at the university, I got the position. But yeah, I worked on that and with a professor that is an expert on planning and maybe regulation, not in the energy. I brought the energy topic.

06:43 S1: Okay.

06:43 S2: But in combination, we both found the same challenge. The other type of research that I do now is about landscape impact, specifically landscape. Generally environmental, but specifically landscape impact. Horizon 2020 project based on the... Around the Mediterranean. So Mediterranean countries. Again, of renewable energy installations. And the third type is the one that I already wrote you about, is more the energy poverty, which is directly related to, obviously to energy efficiency of buildings. I'm part of the [project details] we did a study that compared two unique population. [07:48] ____ Semi of great populations in [country] and in [country], ethnic groups. The [group] in [country] and the [group] in [country]. So we found huge new data on type of buildings that usually are not looked at. Certainly not in Western...

08:19 S1: Yeah, yeah, yeah.

08:19 S2: Countries. And we... Yeah, sorry.

08:20 S1: No, no, no. You. You should talk. Sorry.

08:27 S2: No, we tried to look at also the health-related effect with the specific context of the type of materials in the building that they are living, of energy poverty.

08:46 S1: In terms of disciplines, how would you define yourself? 

08:50 S2: It's a very good question. A very good one. I would say that... Now I can say that I am a geographer, in general. I think that would best... Be my best umbrella, disciplinary speaking. But most of my theory comes from urban planning. I mostly work in urban planning and public policy.

09:25 S1: And before it was more... Before you were a political scientist, no? 

09:31 S2: No, no, no, no, no. Come from more planning and public policy. Now moved into a, yeah, a more spatial kind of...

09:46 S1: Yeah. Your current research position... You're a postdoc, you're employed.

09:51 S2: No, no. I finished doing that. I got the [position information] last year so I left.

09:57 S1: Good. Yeah, so now we have established your background. Now we know everything about your past. Let me move to social science and humanities from your perspective, with the focus on energy efficiency. How would you say this has evolved the whole field during the last 20 or 30 years? For example, where would you put the origins of the kind of SSH energy research that you're doing? Where and when? If there is any.

10:38 S2: I think it's relatively easy because there was no renewable energy technology that was massively used or increasingly until the last decade, I would say. As well as no thought of energy poverty in Western countries. And about the same time with [project information] in the [country], so I would say it's a very recent field, very... Field of research.

11:16 S1: So there hasn't been much time to fragment a lot in the literature. Do you see different streams, different specific discussions that have evolved over the time? 

11:31 S2: Yes, I think that what is going on now is researchers from different disciplines try to engage with making energy. Not a case study, but some kind of another discipline, or a new one. I didn't come from there. I'm coming, again, from... I can look with my same seminal theories on the different sectors and to think about the same questions but on various natural resources. But I think now that researchers made careers on being experts on energy, which I'm not sure was used to be even not 20 years ago. And yeah, for me, the seminal work is not energy-related. It's more going back and looking at public policy theories and planning theories, and geographers...

12:39 S1: Do you see any disciplines that you would say are marginalised right now within SSH? And or which ones are dominant? The human geography part is of course there, but how would you put this in relation to others like economics? History? 

13:02 S2: So I would say that political scientists are very prominent. I would say that also all the STS people.

[laughter]

13:15 S2: Yeah, control the topic which is good. I like it very much. It's one of my favourite... And I would say that... I can't... I don't read the economic papers, so I'm not sure what to say about that. But I'm missing very much the more spatial and planning related papers like Geographic but not landscape analysis. But the Geographic that... To put the data on... Look, think on the topic in terms of mapping and planning. This is on a macro scale.

14:13 S1: Yeah, in terms of geography in Europe and around Europe, where would you put the centers of this kind of research, and where would be the margins? In terms of countries or regions? 

14:30 S2: Which type, general energy, SSH? 

14:33 S1: General and as always SSH and energy and maybe energy efficiency.

14:43 S2: I don't think it's different from other topics. I mean it's... All the research comes from again, it comes from... Also in this topic, obviously, West and Central Europe. But I think there's a little bit interesting... What I see is a lot of growing interest also in Eastern Europe especially with... Especially with related to energy efficiency. Or energy poverty or... Yeah, I don't see much work like... It's interesting because... I don't read many US-based papers. There are I'm sure... The one that I do get are very, very good. But there are not that many as Europe based. And of course, I put aside all the papers that are made in... That are produced in Europe but are focusing on developing countries or the South countries.

16:03 S1: In [country] are you isolated or do you feel you have a network of like-minded researchers? 

16:15 S2: No, I don't feel isolated, happily.

16:18 S1: Good.

[chuckle]

16:19 S2: Yeah, no, my connections are my oxygens and... Yeah, we travel a lot, many researchers come here. And there are many opportunities, happily. I'm glad to say, within the Horizon 2020 scheme to be connected.

16:40 S1: But the...

16:40 S2: Not physically but...

[chuckle]

16:42 S1: In the national...

16:43 S2: Unfortunately. Carry on.

16:44 S1: In the national context are you... Are you the one's doing this kind of planning renewable energy work and no one else or are you collaborating a lot within the national frame? 

17:00 S2: There are not many researchers working on energy issues in [country], not non-technological... Yes. Most of them come from... They used to work on water policy, now they do energy policy together with me. I guess that it relates to the fact that there are a lot of funding opportunities now, that moved from water to energy, interestedly. And yes, I have collaboration with all the people in [country] basically that work on energy. It's a small country.

17:41 S1: It's very interesting from water to energy, why would you think that? 

17:48 S2: For me, I moved because I felt it's a crowded area in [country]. Sorry.

17:54 S1: No problem.

17:57 S2: A lot of research, a lot of policy, a lot of research... So I moved and then I found that many people kind of, again, found this now to be a more funded area of research.

18:17 S1: Yeah, you know why water is now concerned at all and I'm... When I'm in International Conferences and this is a part of a sustainability discourse. I'm always like "Huh, hmm... Huh." What's the problem? But that's a big, big difference, isn't it? And probably energy is something that goes... Is a common concern where it is easier to collaborate, I guess.

18:44 S2: I think it also, it's new. Like you said, it's like a new growing field. It's exciting, it's very relevant in the context of climate change as well. Yeah.

18:58 S1: You said you are collaborating with people that previously were in policy and now moved into this area, more in general collaboration with policy and policymakers. You have experience with this, haven't you? 

19:17 S2: Yes, we do, yeah. Most of the research is done with collaboration from the relevant public policymakers. I mean, I cannot do my research without them. So yes, we also have this... The national fundings from the different relevant ministries that contribute to that. And yes, I'm in constant, yeah, collaboration.

19:55 S1: Have you noticed the change in this relation over time if you look back? Are they more interested, less interested? Do you feel you get to influence policy more or less, or in a different way? 

20:21 S2: I think that it's... I cannot say on 30-year span, so I wouldn't say that there is a huge difference. I think there is an increase in interest in the topics.

20:38 S1: Do you have a... I also like to be specific. Do you have a story to tell about this kind of interaction? Maybe a success story or a story of big frustration without naming names.

20:57 S2: Of course. I can tell you something about our biggest challenge. Our biggest challenge is data. I think that there is a very big gap in the data that the policymakers collect and analyze and actually have at all. And I need to go to the field to see if there is an installation of renewable energy, because the GIS maps, the ministry produced is, I don't know, two or three or four years old, and it hasn't been updated, which considering the fact that [country] has all the resources and the information and the technology to do that. And I think in other fields it might have better data. I think in that respect, they're still... It's very decentralized, the data. In [country], each authority feels that it's not really their responsibility. Though I have a lot of back and forth with policymakers on that issue. Where can I get the data? Who will provide it? And at the end of the road, we understand that the data doesn't exist.

22:34 S1: Yeah, and it's very costly to produce this kind of data, isn't it? 

22:39 S2: Maybe. Yeah, maybe, but it's also maybe not still not in the interest, or not in the focus of...

22:49 S1: And this leads to you not being able to give useful policy advice, probably, that you don't have the data.

22:57 S2: It's probably what will be, yeah, later on, when I try to. Yeah, data is very scarce.

23:08 S1: Yeah.

23:09 S2: Yeah, essentially.

23:10 S1: Yeah. Can I ask, so you get the GIS data and what do you do with it then? In terms of...

[overlapping conversation]

23:19 S2: Well, no, the GIS, it was just an example. I need to get my major in just an add on to put things on a map. And we talk about the distribution, for example, of renewable energy across geographic areas or things like that, to talk about maybe environmental or consumption-related issues. But it's any other data I tried to get data that is related to energy efficiency in buildings and there was none. Or things like that. It is very hard to get. Or from the electricity company, sometimes they hold all the data, but they do not give it. So it's this kind of data, not necessarily in GIS.

24:16 S1: You have told me about the energy poverty work are very, very interesting. I never thought of these groups, that they exist at all, which is, I guess, part of the point that you're making. In your email, you said you could also talk about energy efficiency in buildings and the regulations...

24:40 S2: Yeah.

24:41 S1: What is happening in [country] there? 

24:45 S2: And so, well, it's funny, I wrote that knowing that the answer will be nothing is happening in [country]. And there's no regulation. Yeah, I mean, there's... Yeah, I just took out one of my tables. I mean, so if you don't... Do you still see me? Yeah.

25:07 S1: Yes.

25:07 S2: Okay. Yeah, because I work on another industry now and so there's no regulation. I mean, no hard regulation. There's only the standards for energy-efficient building. There is one building standard for thermal insulation of building. It's originated already in [year], but it was not enforced at all. Okay, in 2011 it's undergone a revision. And I'm not sure what is the state of it now, the situation of enforcement, but it doesn't go back to existing buildings anyhow. So safety does. Eleven maybe new buildings are more... And this is a binding standard.

26:06 S1: Yeah.

26:07 S2: There is also the voluntary standard, which is, I think, based on the very comprehensive work that was done, inspired by the LID certification, etcetera. On-grid buildings rating buildings by energy consumption, etcetera. But despite the fact that municipalities, large municipalities in [country] adopted the standard, it's not... It's still what I'm hearing... Not a binding... There was a strategic plan of the Minister of Energy in 2010 for a decade of reducing energy consumption in buildings. Yearly plan, with investment and everything, but in 2013, three years after the funding stopped. And in practice, it's not really implemented. So probably other scenarios that we're trying to promote in terms of rethinking consumption, probably not met in any way. It's mainly... The initiative that I'm mainly aware of was just replacement support for electricity appliances. That was probably the main channel that they managed to put effort. The change in regulation of energy efficiency appliances like...

27:46 S1: Yeah, yeah.

27:46 S2: All the labelling and...

27:48 S1: Yeah, yeah. Yeah, is it like in Norway, so you follow the EU policy also? Are they influential? 

27:58 S2: No. No, the EU policy is usually used as a benchmark and as a basic to promote policymaking and to promote the standards. But it's not binding in any way, and it's not implemented in necessarily the same way.

28:14 S1: Yeah. We have this in certain areas too, and certain areas being part of the European, Common European area, economic area. Norway has to. But then in other areas, where we don't have to, it's always looking at EU and get this, yeah, as a benchmark, as you said. Yes. Okay, so we move on to the third part of the interview. We have this idea to produce an annotated bibliography where we collect these references. And for this, I would like to go through this list that you have sent and ask you about why you like these publications. I have to find it myself.

28:58 S2: Okay, okay. I'm looking at it.

29:02 S1: Yes. So, there is...

29:04 S2: I'm sorry I put my paper from my Ph.D. It's not like because I think it's seminal but it didn't define, so I just... I like it. I think it's nice and it's not there. No.

29:17 S1: It would be weird if you don't think your paper is amazing.

29:22 S2: Well, there are some that I appreciate much less. I mean, they're not the same.

29:27 S1: Yeah, but this is the one that you've written that you like.

29:32 S2: Yeah. Exactly.

29:32 S1: Good. The first one, [29:38] ____ Buzharovsky. Why is it there? Why do you think that? 

29:44 S2: Yeah, because it's the only paper that really tried to bring a new perspective, a new saying into the discourse of this western... Developed versus developing countries, in terms of energy poverty. To say something new about this divide, and because my interest was to change this dichotomy or the way we think about this dichotomy. To say there are pockets of the same phenomena everywhere, and the global world cannot keep thinking in different terms because the terms can be applied in different context today. It brings, I think, more critical approach into it, which I appreciate. Yeah, so for me, that was the beginning of the study of marginalised groups.

30:56 S1: I see. Then we have Sarkin. This is about regulation and small scale renewables.

31:03 S2: Exactly. So Sarkin, she's American, and that's the almost, the only there's another author. But she and another American author are the only ones that get into the grain and the details of planning regulations. She talks... Point say they are very positive, a positivistic approach, but very helpful in promoting the issues. And so for me, it's a key research on how to write, to think about decisions more practically and...

31:39 S1: Mm-hmm. Okay. Then we have Nadai.

31:47 S2: So, that's similar. That's the almost the only European paper that... Maybe not this specific one of Nadai but she work on planning also just in a way that I found very useful research. And Danny's just very nice, so I like his work. No, I mean, it's also good research.

32:16 S1: Yeah, yeah. No, I met him once.

32:21 S2: [Information redacted]

32:33 S1: Good. And if you have background stories to the people, that's useful to know. Then we have Lovell.

32:42 S2: Yeah, so Lovell was the inspiration for my... For the paper that I then wrote of myself here, very modestly. And she was looking about the co-evolution of technologies and discourses, and I took it more to the discourses and energy pathways based on technologies. I took it forward a bit, I think. But I thought it was a very good paper. It made a lot of sense to me and put things in order and conceptually and both practically and conceptually.

33:29 S1: The discourses of abundance.

33:32 S2: Yeah.

33:33 S1: Are there discourses of abundance? 

33:36 S2: Yeah, yeah, that was an attempt to think exactly the opposite of... To shed light on the fact that... Again, I come from the water. In the water, we talk about water scarcity all the time and suddenly I moved to energy and I say, "Oh, renewable energy. We have the sun. It's unlimited. We have so much energy potential." Or then the natural gas, "Hey, we found so much natural gas. [country] will be free of... Energy-independent for the rest of its existence." Which we cannot... We can never tell how long it will be. So, yeah, so I offered just exactly the opposite way of thinking about how these discourses are created based on different energy pathways that our policymakers are trying to promote, or different actors in the policy arena.

34:38 S1: Yeah. There's maybe a connection between Norway and [country] because, I mean, we have... It's one of the major policy debates, what we do with surplus exporting, using ourselves, and especially the renewable energy production, hydropower is a big discussion.

35:00 S2: Just Norway's was always our example of best practice...

[laughter]

35:06 S2: You know, putting this...

35:07 S1: Yeah, Norwegians like that very much. Okay, now I have to check out especially your paper I think. Not to flatter you, but I always struggle a bit with participating in a more international discourse because nobody's special in this respect. And we always have to explain a lot before we can then move on to talking about all... All things related to energy. Okay. This bibliography, in case some of your references are included, is it okay if you're mentioned, acknowledged, your name in this bibliography? I thought so. Nothing to be ashamed of. Yes, and then you mentioned that you know about people in [country] that maybe have also competence about energy efficiency. If you could send me the names in an email...

36:15 S2: Yeah.

36:15 S1: That would be really good.

36:16 S2: Yeah.

36:18 S1: I'm not sure how many more people we will recruit for this working group.

36:21 S2: Yeah, sure.

36:23 S1: Yeah, so in closing the interview, is there anything else you wanted to say that I didn't ask about? A message to EU policymakers.

36:38 S2: No.

[laughter]

36:38 S1: No, you don't have any message to them? 

36:44 S2: No, that's not my... Yeah.

36:45 S1: Yeah. No.

36:49 S2: No.

36:49 S1: Okay. So as I said in the beginning, this horizon scanning will now go on and you will get questionnaires from us and of course, you always decide how much you want to involve yourself. There's an additional possibility to involve yourself, that I'm supposed to ask you if this is interesting for you as a possibility. And I just read this, what is written here. I'm sorry. We would like to mention that as part of Energy-SHIFTS, we are matching 20 prominent policy workers with SSH researches. So people, important people, that are interested in exchange with SSH researchers to discuss a specific energy policy dilemma, something. And the question is if you would be interested in this or not, that I pass on your name, this...

37:56 S2: Yeah, I'm not... Yeah, I'm not sure that I'm...

38:00 S1: You're not interested? 

38:01 S2: A relevant person...

38:03 S1: No, good. Good. Okay. We will send you the transcript for approval when it's ready. That's all from my side.

38:16 S2: Great. What are you working on now? What is a part of this, I meant...

38:23 S1: I've been, for many years, in energy-efficient buildings and close collaborations with engineers and architects and large research centres. I mean, in Norway, a lot has happened in this respect. It's a small community of policymakers and researchers that interact a lot. So we have passive house standard in the regulations now and that's what happened. And now this whole question is treated as being solved because of this.

38:54 S2: Wow.

38:55 S1: Which it isn't because, as you have mentioned, the question how is it put into practice? Is it followed up? All this is not interesting any longer and now we follow the funding that goes towards smart cities and buildings in context, which is actually quite interesting from an esoteric perspective, the whole question of infrastructures basically and that we are involved now in another big research centre on zero-emission neighbourhoods.

39:28 S2: Okay, yeah.

39:31 S1: For our policymakers, that's the logical next step and we are... Well, who are we to doubt it? So that's what we're doing a lot. A circle economy is coming quite strongly into the discourses here. We would very much like to look more into self-sufficiency instead of efficiency, as part of circle economy, not only the recycling part but also the reusing part. Absolute reduction. So that's where we are at the moment. Yeah.

40:10 S2: Interesting.

40:14 S1: Yes, I would very much like to meet you someday, I hope. I guess maybe it's just a coincidence that we haven't met yet in one of these conferences.

40:28 S2: I think the energy and social sciences conference is in Germany this year, no? 

40:33 S1: Yeah, I think. I have not that many contacts with Germany any longer so it's 20...

40:39 S2: So you won't come to the conference? 

40:44 S1: No, yeah, but I saw the call. No, I won't. You're going there? 

40:48 S2: I'm not sure yet. [Information redacted]. So I might not be there.

40:57 S1: Yeah, [Information redacted].

41:00 S2: Oh, thank you. Yeah, we need that.

41:04 S1: Okay. Good. Thank you so much, and if you could send me the email with the names, that's...

41:10 S2: Okay.

41:10 S1: That would be all for now. Yes? 

41:12 S2: Sure. Nice to meet you.

41:13 S1: Thank you.

41:13 S2: Bye [name].

41:14 S1: Bye-Bye.

41:14 S3: Nice to meet you as well. Bye.
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