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00:01 Speaker 1: Yes.

[overlapping conversation]

00:02 S1: Do you have any more questions before we start? 

00:07 Speaker 2: No, no. That's fine, that's fine.

00:11 S1: Yeah, perfect. Okay, if you could just start with introducing yourself and telling us a little bit about your background, your research today in the context of transport and mobility? 

00:34 S2: Okay, so my background, I have a PhD in (cut…) And that's about it in research, yes, for research strictly related to mobility.

02:05 S1: Yes. Can you say what your current research position is? 

02:10 S2: I am a senior researcher.

02:17 S1: Yeah. Okay, then I will go on to more about the development of the social science literatures. You already provided us with input on that, so the next questions relate a little bit to this. If you could tell us a bit about how social science and humanities research in the transport and mobility area have evolved, or maybe not evolved, after 20, 30 years? We are thinking research about the origins, when did social science and humanities begin on this topic? This kind of things. It's a very large question. [chuckle]

03:19 S2: Yeah, it's very large.

03:21 Speaker 3: From your own field, kind of your own experience.

03:25 S2: Yes. In (cut) , research on transportation started more than a century ago [chuckle] and in XXXX, to speak about the specific context of XXXX, the first research were around migration, internal migration. And then there were separate from... Another field of research was in economy about transportation and everyday transportation. And there has been a shift, about 30 years ago... Yeah, I would say... Yeah, 30, even 40 years ago. About... So the question of transportation has begun the question of mobility and which has meant that the details about the practice have started to be taken into account in the description of everyday travel and the question is not anymore a question of origin-destination, but about what's... How this specific pattern of transportation has been chosen, and why it has been chosen, and how it relates to other area of the living of the people, meaning work, family, and those questions. But specifically, the question of mobility in sociology and anthropology in XXXX has never been a very big issue. It's more a question for geography and economy still, than for sociology and anthropology.

05:48 S1: Okay. Is there some degree or formal research fragmentation, for instance debates and contestations or conflict, within this field? (cut) for instance, practice perspectives, in relation to other perspectives.

06:16 S2: There isn't really. It's more that it's a field that's not really... It's not considered as a field of research. It's part of something wider. If you work on housing, for example, you are going to take into account the question of mobility. If you work on everyday family life you are also going to take that into account, but it's not considered as a separate field of research, on the contrary to what happens in a geography and economy so it's... There is no real debate because it has no real existence, on the contrary to what happens in the Anglo-Saxon world, for example.

07:05 S1: Okay. What could you say about that relationship with the French transport and mobility research in comparison to the Anglo-Saxon or American or...

07:28 S2: One of the reason is that historically, this field of research was something that has been researched by the XXXX. I don't know how really to translate it, but the one who was in charge of roads and all those things, who had a specific research means with researchers working on it. And those researchers are coming from the world of engineering sciences and this is kind of a separate world from the rest of the existing sociology plans. The recognition is not the same, their training is not the same, so this is part of the reason why it's still something separate.

08:30 S1: You see any changes there? 

08:36 S2: Not really because I would say that 90% of the research done around the field of mobility is still done by this ministry, and so it's still something rather confidential, contrary to the rest, and very linked to the demand of the ministries, and the world of the ministries, the world of the engineers, and not so much related to research, per se.

09:24 S1: You work... Who do you work with? Is it mostly engineers, or are there other social...

09:31 S2: (cut)
09:53 S3: But then the work you do there is... That's been very practically-oriented or does it have the very policy-oriented impact, as well? Or is it...

10:18 S2: Not really, that's a paradox. (cut) 
10:30 S3: You know why? 

10:30 S2: (cut)
11:14 S1: Okay. Is there any clear moments where the research directions changed within the anthropology of transport and mobility or sociology? Is there, for instance, any publications that have been more important or maybe changes in the policy priorities? Or... Yeah.

11:44 S2: Yes, there has been big change around the question of sustainability and so the research are more oriented, especially when you're working within cities, about the question of how to get people more on... Less car ridership and more sustainable mobility, what's called sustainable mobility. So yes, there has been a big shift. This is the biggest I would say. And this has also some implication about how the subject looked at... And so the shift from just origin-destination to mobility has been even more important during the last decade, I would say, because the need to understand really not only how people move, but how they're socialized to the different values, type of mobility, what their training is, all those questions are more and more taken into consideration.

13:17 S3: We were just asking, where are they taken... Is it implying in general or is it in the academic, more academically-oriented questions that are posed? 

13:28 S2: Sorry? 

13:29 S3: In what context are these questions more important? 

13:32 S2: They're more important in the cause. We're working around the cause and in the cause definitely, this is a question that's raised more and more. They're more important for the politicians but also... It means also some of the... I would say some of the change in the aspiration of the researchers, so it's kind of a both-sided change.

14:02 S3: I see.

[overlapping conversation]

14:06 S3: [chuckle] Yeah, because you said there was a change 30 years ago in the type of questions that were asked. You said in the start, so not just from A to B but a transport of more mobility, but was... Did you mean this within anthropology or...

14:24 S2: In general.

14:26 S3: In general, yes, okay. Are there any... Do you see any big discrepancies in the type of questions people ask in terms of the other people you work with, maybe with other disciplines work? 

14:39 S2: Sorry, I didn't understand.

14:46 S3: Are there big differences in the type of questions that different scholars ask in their research or...

14:52 S2: In XXXX? 

14:53 S3: Yes. Or with the people you collaborate with or... Imagine civil engineers if that's...

15:06 S2: The main difference is about the implication of technology and how technology can induce people to change their mobility. So, yes, that. I would say the main difference right now is about... There are two schools, one who, I would say, believes that big datas and autonomous cars are going to change everything. And the other would say, "But this is not going to solve any kind of problem. So we still need to look really what's going on." So there's... For me it's really just a belief in the technology will save us. That's still very strong for parts of this world. And then the other type of research, which I would say is also present in the Anglo-Saxon world, you can see also this difference between those two main areas. Which probably relate very much to the type of backgrounds that people have.

16:25 S1: Could you explain that a bit more? How is it related, the two worlds to different disciplines or...

16:36 S2: So there is this very technological, technologically oriented approach of mobility with a look at how the design of mobility is going to be changed by autonomous mobility. And relating to these questions, that's for me, is just forgetting part of the program. That's saying, "That's going to save energy." But forgetting that those type of technology are using a huge amount of energy too. Hidden energy but still using this type of energy. And then, yes, an approach which is more linked to, I would say, to the XXX treaty of the city as something very integrated where you need to have different kind of spaces. And where people should be able to move by their own means, but not necessarily with recent technology. And this really relates, I would say, to another background which is one that's more ecological and another that's really technology oriented. Which is very strong in XXXX, those different... Those are really related to two different cultures that still haven't met.

18:33 S1: Okay. You have a question? 

18:41 S3: Yeah, I'm just wondering do you see this, also do you collaborate more internationally in Europe? Do you see similar kind of trends there or do you see some differences? 

18:55 S2: I see similar trends in the way the EU is framing the cause, for example. The cause for research, some are really technologically oriented. And with this implication that technology will save us. And so those trends are really, I think, present even within Europe. And not necessarily questioned so far. Except that they're saying that that's what's part of shaping as a project. We need more social sciences, but why we need them is not really explicit. Except in this assumption that more social science is going to help us make people accept technology.

19:55 S1: Do you also have a discipline, some people with background within social sciences that promotes this kind of technology optimistic, is some...

20:12 S2: I guess there are some...

20:17 S1: And this phrases well, this is kind of... They are typing a little bit, but this brings the sociology typically more critical or anthropology, while economy or... We can discuss if that's the social science. But if its economic or engineering was more focused on design and that technology will save us, as you say? 

20:55 S2: Yeah.

20:57 S1: Is that the lining of the...

20:58 S2: Yes, yes, it's yeah. Within my XXXX, it's really... Those assumptions that were really more present within the economists than among the other researchers. Yes.

21:20 S1: Okay. I think this one... Do you see any dominant or more generalized geographies within the whole field of transport and mobility? For instance, is there a distinction about European, westernized, globalized in this research? Do you have this kind of distinction, and are some kind of views and geographies, or are places kind of more marginalized than others? 

22:09 S2: Yes, most of the research is produced within and farther Western world. And so, XXXX is trying to have more research done in other parts of the world, especially in Africa, where the question of mobility is framed within these very different type of questions. But, so... But this type of research is very rarely used to understand the Western world. And so the meeting point is not really there so far I think. With this assumption that those questions are very different, not necessarily social but... And that this assumption that the Western world has no lesson to take from what's done elsewhere, which is very wrong in my opinion.

23:27 S1: And is this something that has been stable or has it changed? 

23:31 S2: Yes, yes, it's something that has been stable. For example, within the lab, there are... Several researcher were working on Africa since decades. And their work is never cited by people working on the Western world. So, yes, there's a strong difference of assumption, at least like that.

24:04 S1: And within Europe? Do you have other...

24:08 S2: I guess there's, yeah. It's same within Europe, between Western and Eastern Europe. With the same assumption that the questions raised by Eastern Europe are very different. Or are just a question we ask ourselves, decades ago. And that not taking into consideration the fact that some of them might be questions we ask us, but they're still living in this world, so their question is unnecessary different from when we ask ourselves decades ago.

24:46 S3: Yeah, okay, okay. Maybe I can ask a bit, this is a personal kind of... How do you see the role of the transport and mobility research in XXXX in relation to the other... Do you recognize yourself as kind of leading in this kind of research? Or all of America, or... Is there this kind of...

25:24 S2: I think there's something, there is something specific(cut)  So that makes us sometimes rediscover the wheel. But that also makes a very different patterns. And some of the question, for example, around the need to take into consideration not only special mobility, but also social mobility, to understand the patterns of mobility. This is something that has been taken into consideration since decades in XXXX. This has always been obvious why it's something rather new in the Anglo-Saxon world. So yes, there has been some differences in the approach. But nowadays, I don't see that much a difference. Even for example, the social practice theory is still very much ignored in XXXX. In fact, people are working with this theory, without knowing it. Kind of [26:51] ____. [chuckle] And so, who was making [26:57] ____ without knowing it and I would say that there's... What is interesting however, is that this theoretical framework is different. So sometimes it's interesting to compare those theoretical framework because we can give some inputs, some different inputs in the analyzed and the patterns shaped by the social theory practice, the theory of social practices in the Anglo-Saxon world. But mostly no, I would say, I wouldn't say that are tremendous differences right now.

27:39 S1: We move to this topic maybe. It relates to the next questions.

27:52 S3: Yeah, maybe you can tell us a little bit about, I don't know if you have it in front of you, the five kind of literatures you chose? 

28:01 S3: Okay, so we have (cut last part, 2 pages as this can be traced back to interviewee) 
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