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00:00 Speaker 1: We could start a little bit about your background then, and if you could tell me about your research to date in the context of transport and mobility.

00:12 Speaker 2: Yeah. So I started really with narrow field of traffic management, let's say, traffic control and traffic management. I used to work with equipment for traffic control, like for traffic lights and so on, and then also trying to model that or to develop different kind of control strategies and so on. So that's where I initially started, but I quickly got bored with that, so then I started working (cut) 
01:55 S2: Luckily, I escaped. [chuckle] So now in XXXX, I have enough freedom, (cut) I work in two fields in general, so one is, let's say, decision support science. So that means developing new methods for making decisions or understanding the decisions, the domains of the decisions or itself or working on organizational learning in that aspect. Because methods are never just sort of floating in the air, they're always dependent on organizational learning or actually even un-learning. And of course, they do draw from new data sources, but still the core challenge there is all these kind of different social networks and organizations and other kinds of things. So that's one area nowadays, if I put it in the big umbrella decision support. And the other one is, I'd like to call it emerging mobility technologies.
03:18 S2: So some of those things could be connected to developing some algorithms for whatever kind of classical engineering optimization, but what I'm personally more interested in is the deeper meaning of technology. So, I'm really interested (XXX) and that's where I did my own, let's say, self-development. So going all the way to a high degree, but then all way back to the roots, but also trying to follow what's going on nowadays in that field. Because in general, then we can come back to this whole question, there is this paradoxical situation in which the Transport Studies or the classical transport studies, as I recall them or mobility studies are in where the field... The whole field has been invented after the art effects have been invented. Yeah. I sort of like to tease them with this thought experiment. We never had eating where we decided let's have a train, and let's have a car and let's have a bicycle and so on, and let's... Because we need them and so on. They emerged through different kinds of non-linear processes, and of course, pad dependent process in the history, but then the transport studies ended up sort of dealing with them ex-post, not necessarily.

04:53 S2: So in that case, they never had to think about this classical question of what is technology in a sense in that case. So that's why the theory is very much missing nowadays, I would say.

05:10 S1: Interesting.

05:13 S2: I think I should stop there. I can go on...

05:14 S1: Yeah, you can come back to that place...

05:17 S2: But yeah... I think the main point, maybe just to sort of wrap it up is, the reason why I am in this field is because this is the field where I can learn about everything in the [chuckle] world and get paid [chuckle] to do that, except chemistry, I don't like Chemistry, that's the only thing I don't want to learn about [chuckle] further. But all the other things are sort of you know... They are intersecting in this field of mobility, because it is such a central piece of our lives.

05:50 S1: If you could just say a little bit then about your current research and the recent research projects? If there are any you want... Would like to mention? 

06:04 S2: Maybe some that are more interesting than others, because there is actually quite a lot going on. So going back to that first area, we have been trying to use social network analysis as a method. You might be aware of that or not, but use it as a longitudinal process analysis tool, but together with interviews and focus groups with planners. So trying to understand planning processes as social networks themselves. How do they develop and trying to understand how people... How do they see those processes from within and how much actually do they remember, also, because there is this classical question in organizational learning. For learning, you need memory and if organizations don't really understand what's going on, how can then they keep on improving? That will be one, kind of an edge case like that. (Cut)
06:31 S2: But nowadays, I have been trying to work more on the, let's say, these kinds of algorithmic bias questions that are probably being built into self-driving vehicles as we speak. And of course, in our case, it's not just the fact that these are challenges by themselves. The algorithmic bias or all the other things are challenges by themselves because of fundamental human rights, but there are also challenges because most likely they will then start affecting our cities, our organizations, many other things downstream that are then larger questions of sustainability and maybe even our survival. (cut) And of course, there are plenty of these other kinds of classical transport engineering studies where we try to develop different kinds of public transport, metric analysis, or these on-demand shuttles, buses, But all this is usually underpinned with the perspective of distributive justice.

09:14 S2: So the classical idea of efficiency in transport engineering, is usually this kind of utilitarian justice approach. While we're trying to introduce or contrast that with more distributive justice perspective to understand the effect on particular groups or different kinds of segments, let's say. I think I wanna stop there, because there's... It gives you enough overview.

09:48 S1: Just two questions, so this background context for you, is it once in a diverging path? Or you even said, your natural path, and I was wondering a bit why you say that this is a diverging path? (cut)
[chuckle]

10:28 S1: Just interested. I mean, I have some assumptions about it, but I'm interested in why you...

10:35 S2: Yeah. It's probably each individual's trajectory, but I would say that I have always been interested in more, let's say, history, geography, and those kinds of things, (cut)
10:46 S2: But that, I would say, is not a default case of transport engineering. Like if I just call it transport engineering around the world, because usually transport engineering is a sub-branch of civil engineering, wherever you go to study, and there you study forces in the concrete or how to build a dam , and then in the third or fourth year, then you start designing the road. And then you start learning sort of, "Okay, this is the curve, this is how you draw this curve," and whatnot, but you have no understanding of, why is it like that? Is it because people see light versus darkness, how does the eyes see? Or why is the... Why do people need to move in the first place? 

12:36 S2: And so on, so they usually end up having a very, very narrow understanding of what is to be a human in that case. So I think this was sort of the reason why I ended up in transport engineering was exactly because sort of... I'm still on the other side and I want to work on pragmatic kind of things, I don't just sort of more on sit in the room, stare at the ceiling. [chuckle] And so on. So it's sort of a... Yeah. It's a dialectic, let's say [chuckle] between those two sides. Does that answer to the question? 

13:11 S1: Yes but just a small thing... So where you work now, are there mostly engineers or is it a mix of social science...

13:18 S2: So yeah, so the group is called (cut) But we have all sorts of people, so all the way from, let's say, computer science and mathematics to sociology, psychology and so on. So architecture, of course, geography. So it's quite diverse. (cut)
13:56 S2: But I think alter is also more trying to be more encouraging in general for this cross-disciplinary thinking and so on. We're still not that much under pressure to fit in.

[laughter]

14:14 S1: Okay, so let's move on to the next bunch of questions around the development of the social science and humanities literatures within this field. So could you tell me how social science and humanities research in the transport and mobility area have evolved or perhaps not evolved over the last 30, 30 years? Easy question.

[laughter]

14:43 S2: Yeah, if I knew... I'm hoping you will patch up the answers from different people as this usually goes. So I would still like to just briefly back up all the way to the beginning, so the field starts... There was practice after the First World War, so there were first civil engineers, what not, coming into the field. The field really kicks off after the Second World War, and it came basically as a synergy between a couple of different fields of course, so by default it was always interdisciplinary field, but the only field that was coming from social science and humanities, if you want to accept them in that group, were the economists, yeah? 

15:39 S1: Hmmm.

15:39 S2: So especially neo-classical economics has had from the beginning a very influential role in transport studies, especially because from the beginning, there was always this attempt to model the city or the transport system or to model people and so on. So that has really put the whole field on a certain trajectory that we are still struggling to dislodge, let's say, to change this huge path dependence from those times. So as you might, maybe as you're aware or not, it's very difficult to change these kinds of paradigms radically.

16:29 S2: So that's why I was also trying to send you some of those papers historically, so originally, this questioning started to come from, let's say people who are in environmental science or geography or architecture, or environmental planning. Robert [16:50] ____ is one of those people who started to say, "Look, transport systems are not just about transport systems, they're also about cities, they're about how people behave, how different factors affect them, how behave... " So they started enriching, let's say the scope of environmental factors.

17:17 S1: Hmmm.

17:19 S2: They were still not looking within the human and sort of expanding the understanding of the human, they were just trying to expand the understanding of, let's say the environment, yeah.

17:27 S1: Mm-hmm.

17:28 S2: Around. And then only recently, only in the beginning of the 21st century is when you have this first study by Pat Mokhtarian and those people asking this question, Is travel a derived demand? Because that's why the definition of the neo-classical economics and in many of the textbooks you still have this, What is travel? Well travel is a derived demand for getting to a certain point, accomplishing some kind of an objective over there at that location. So it's still this utilitarian human utility, maximizing human, usually also of course rational human assumption that was never questioned. So basically there is like 20-30 years delay in the transport studies from, let's say, behavioral economics studies and all the other studies, so they were the first people to sort of start questioning this basic core assumption of what is to be a mobile human.

18:50 S2: And then from of course nowadays, in the recent years, there is quite a lot of people from psychology field trying to understand more and more the travel experience and other kinds of things. Of course, psychology was always there, but it was really focused on traffic safety. It was focused on this kind of a short-term behavior, reaction times of people, how do you read signs and what not. That kind of psychology was there. There was not necessarily behavior, decision-making, focused research. Then on the other side of the story is the whole mobilities tribe that comes from sociology with John Urry and Mimi Sheller and so on, that have brought their own ideas and tools into the game and trying to further expand this understanding of the social human one way or another.

20:01 S2: Then nowadays, let's say, with the whole question of social justice or transport justice, there are more and more people dipping their feet into the political philosophy field, especially also after the book by Karel Martens on Transport Justice and so on. Let's say the psychology was the first one to start entering more towards the human, and the sociologists followed. Now it's a little bit of philosophy as well there. Very, very recently now you even have groups like Philosophy of the City, people who are then coming from different strands of philosophy. One of those people... I was working with some philosophers of aesthetics as well, who are trying to also add... So gradually, I would say more and more SSH groups are joining the debate.

21:13 Speaker 3: May I ask a follow up to that? In your experience, [chuckle] how does this debate unfold? Is it... One thing is, of course, in the literature where there are a lot of controversies between SSH and more on civil engineering perspective, or is it... Is it like a conflictual debate, or do you see a lot of collaboration or... How would you explain that? 

21:44 S2: Yeah. Well, you've seen that I use this word tribes. As any kind of tribal scenery, you have cooperative tribes and non-cooperative tribes. Conflicting tribes and so on. They are on all the sides. It just depends on the relation. You still have a lot of researchers in transport studies that are dominantly modellers, so discreet choice modellers, they are still improving on that same paradigm without asking... I don't know if you know this kind of futurist models, but there's always this epsilon at the end. We like to joke with them that that's where the human is in this error [laughter] that they have in there. Of course that group is still largely... There is this technological determinism inside of that group that's more technology is better, this is not usually questioned. Or usually the answer is, "Well, it's inevitable." The companies will Google or whoever will do it, and we just have to accept the inevitable. So then they don't necessarily agree.

23:13 S2: You can also see the difference in the introductory part of the papers when they write that self driving vehicles are coming. Then some of us are writing that there is an ongoing transition and there is uncertainty and this might happen, it might not happen, it might not happen even in the way we think. As opposed to this is coming and let's just develop the algorithm like this, and so on. On the other side... Then they have their own niche, they have their own journals, they have their own conferences. I think TRB, if you know, the Transportation Research Board is one of the largest conferences. It's still dominated by that tribe. There is no way you're going to publish anything there that is... Maybe here and there through social networks and somehow. But you will never see majority of papers they're drawing from philosophy or from mobility studies or whatnot. They're protecting the identity at the end of the day. If you don't have Greek letters in your paper, this is not a transport research. There is no such thing as a well-reasoned argument as well.

24:36 S2: One example is we have this mass mobility as a service discussion and so on, and a lot of them come. They're saying, "We need to show numbers, we need to show impacts, we need to be able to evaluate the impacts." But then I come back to them, "But this is exactly what you cannot do. Because this is an emerging technology, it doesn't exist. It's not embedded in society. How can you measure something that doesn't exist? You have to rely on well-reasoned documentation." But that's not acceptable. There is no such thing as well-reasoned thinking base, and of course, we have plenty of evidence of what mobility technologies can do to our societies and to us individually, we don't have to deploy them again to realize that, "Okay. Oh, this happened. Well... "

[chuckle]

25:31 S2: So for example, like that. But on the other side, I'm not also... Because I'm sort of sitting between all these and I move to different conferences, I also... I am not saying that the other sides are much better because then the mobilities people then do tend sometimes to be exclusive of the others, yeah, quote unquote. So if you don't explicitly mention all these research, diverse research in the mobilities field, then you're sort of... You're not welcome to join the debate, to... If your question of what is to be a human doesn't fit their framework, because again, we don't have this agreement in the social sciences and humanities of what it is to be a human, that's the fundamental core challenge of science, it's not... Maybe we are not supposed to agree, but at least so far, because again, this is also dynamic, human is changing as we're talking about it, so we're always chasing the shadow in any case. But still, if you don't derive the argument from their understanding epistemology then the argument is not acceptable as well, so yeah... That's why I think it's still this tribal, tribalism sort of blocking each other and so on.

27:00 S1: You're kind of describing two almost like silos but... And you have social science in both of them but different kinds.

27:12 S2: Yeah.

27:12 S1: And then the ground discipline and different disciplines.

27:16 S3: Because what I understand is that also within SSH, what you're saying, there are a lot of tribes so it's...

27:23 S2: Yeah. Yeah, I mean, it's all... Should we study people and their level of social practice or should we study sort of particular behavioral... You have the whole theory of planned behavior, which is sort of... In my mind, a horrible thing in itself and so on. So it's just... It's really difficult to... So all these, that's why again, coming back to this, the way I see again, mobility as sort of a centerpiece where all these different fields intersect, they also show how disintegrated our human science in general is, not just even social science and humanities.

28:05 S1: [28:09] ____ debates across or any point to and places where you can see these different fragmentations of the field is converging or debating or...

28:32 S2: I think this... I'm really hoping for the next generation [chuckle] to do this. Again, this really depends on... On individuals in these kinds of social networks over there in different kinds of forums and so on. Of course now with Twitter and with other kinds of things, that has expanded the debate further and one thing that is interesting for the field itself is because it's quite practice relevant, so there are a lot of planners, or consultants, or nowadays even influencers or whatever who are then trying to, in these kinds of discussions, bridge these understandings or at least by translating them into let's say common language that a planner can understand. They are trying to sort of figure out how to connect the dots. How to still crunch the numbers but still also have a deeper understanding of the human being and so on.

29:45 S2: I think that group of people is quite close and the boundary is quite fuzzy between, sort of the academics, because we're not talking of course about quantum physics or whatever as a field that might have much bigger gap between practice and research. So I would also take them... But I think the ruptures are in many conferences and in many places, they are always happening all the time, but then the larger paradigms are slowly, slow to change one way or another. But there are new journals appearing, there is this now, this "Interdisciplinary Transportation Research", something like that journal and then some other kinds of forums like that ASOP conference has been also quite important for bridging some of those gaps and...

30:47 S1: I see. That's the planner conference, is that? 

30:50 S2: ASOP, yeah, that's a planning... Yeah. And then you have these kinds of small groups like "The Philosophy of City People", who are sort of, you know, it's 100-200 researchers around the world. And so on. But then these new journals like "Child Behavior in Society", or something like that... So, I mean, there is more and more focus on SSH in general. Yeah. But still, there are these kinds of strong undercurrents, like you can't... There is no way you can publish... XXXX was just saying, that they sent something to this transportation research part C, which is paradoxically called "Emerging Technologies", they sent something in the manner of STS, and of course, it was desk rejected immediately, because they offered the paper and where are the Greek letters, here there are no Greek letters. Reject.

[chuckle]

31:56 S3: Do you see this also in terms of funding? Funding for research projects? 

32:05 S2: I think for funding, funding has been much more open, let's say, especially with trying to... Because, of course, funding agencies come from a different angle. They do see that there are challenges of health and social justice and so on, so they do ask for more interdisciplinary research, I would say. But then again, depending on those particular funding mechanisms, they can be more or less, let's say confused about the whole, what is actually supposed to be addressed here with SSH. I was just... They have some text over here and actually it was from the proposal call, and then they're talking about... They're talking about organizational learning, but they're not talking about organizational learning because they're saying we need better skills in filtering and processing of information and so on, as if humans are computers, you know.

[chuckle]

33:21 S2: So, they do recognize that there is something about learning here and skills and so on, but they don't really understand what's going on. So, [chuckle] that's I think a prime example of this confusion. And then...

33:38 S1: Have you seen differences for this from when you said that in XXXX, you had an education that was much more interdisciplinary? Is there like geographical differences in terms of this disciplinary tribes or, you understand? Like...

33:58 S2: Maybe, XXXX is really niche because it was... I mean the faculty was established in XXXX very different times. I think in that place in time, social science had much higher importance, I would say for them. So it's a different, I would think this is really an Edge case, what's happening in XXXX.(cut). They think that people need to understand urban planning, so they hire an urban planner, and they put them there and a couple of other people, and then they teach urban planning. You don't take courses in the faculty of architecture or geography where there is also urban planning, but you sort of do it in-house. Yeah. For all of that, they have a lot of other people in-house.

35:04 S2: So they have sociologist, they have psychologists and statisticians or whatever, they're not just engineers. So by default, you already have sort of a mixed crowd that thinks differently, and then because of all these other sort of remnants of the socialism, they have to make collective decisions on everything as a faculty, so there is a sort of majority vote thing going on. So they are forced to interact one way or another. So there's... And then eventually they are forced, and because they all go through the same education, they all learn those things, they... Even those professors who are teaching whatever, transport modeling, they have learned sociology and psychology and so on because sort of they went through that.

35:49 S2: But of course, this also leads to more side effects like sort of protecting the same ecosystem and what not. But the majority of the schools around the world is still largely modeled according to the American model, which is really, really dominant, especially because of TRB power that it has sort of 100 years of legacy and so on. So through that, it was always affecting how education is done around the world, especially India and China and those kinds of places even. So even if they may be culturally have a different understanding, people who come and when I had people in the states that I've worked with, and they were from Iran, from India, from China, they still had a very similar model of education to the American model, where they had studies on engineering.

36:45 S1: What do you mean by that? 

36:46 S2: Yeah, meaning that they have studied civil engineering and then transport engineering comes as a sub-field. So, without much social science and humanities besides these kinds of random things like in China, learning Marxism or whatever, or maybe learning some other things and so on, or Iran and so on. But like systematically, the social science and humanities are not dominant in that model of education, and consequently in research, of course.

37:25 S1: Yeah, we're just... They have to look at the questions a bit. Maybe you could say a bit more about the, is there any disciplines, theories, or similar that you feel are marginalized in transport and mobility studies right now? 

37:55 S2: Yeah, well, I already mentioned this lack of philosophy or technology or STS work, definitely in that case, the political philosophies picking up, but still has a long way, long way to go, but maybe another one that I haven't mentioned explicitly before is I would say history.

38:21 S2: Because there are researchers in history and so on, but again, this is a question of epistemology. We are really bad going back historically understanding what happened, and then drawing lessons from that period into the future as well. So I would say there is definitely a need to understand history a bit more. Especially because some of these kinds of rhetorics are completely missing, people are not even aware of the fact that there were protests, even in the States, against the car in the '60s, in the '70s, in the '50s and so on. People, they didn't just come with open hands and so on, for example, yeah. Or many other kinds of other transitions that were happening in the past, especially in the 20th century, I would say. And of course, there is still plenty of work to be done on this using these at least methods of behavioral economics and so on in research. So for example, for determining the public transport fares, they're still relying on this kind of classical, or neo-classical elasticity calculations and those kinds of things. A rather simplified model of how people are willing to pay or what do they think it's fair or not fair, or what they think is usable and so on.

40:17 S2: So, that's definitely... There is a need for a lot more understanding of human decision-making regarding different kinds of aspects in the system. And maybe the last point, I don't know how would you classify this whole field, but there is a whole field of course, of systems thinking and complexity science, that it's maybe a different way of thinking about some of the things. And I think that's something that is really not really addressed systematically, I would say either in research or in education. Many of the problems are inherently like that, they are complex, too many factors, too many interdependencies. Of course, it makes it also much more messier to understand or to present in a nicely put paper, one way or another, where you just show correlations or p-values and whatnot, as opposed to sort of saying that, "Yes A effects B, but B also affects A." I'm always super... I don't know what's the right word, but maybe... I'll skip the whole word. Anyways, when I see a paper... There have been papers and papers saying that, of course, where people live affects how they travel, but then they also realize how they travel also affects where they choose to live. Which like, yeah, I kind of like [42:13] ____...

[laughter]

42:16 S2: Like how many papers do we have to write to come to that conclusion? There's a loop there.

42:28 S3: Follow up to this, we talked about disciplines and how they change and how psychology came in and the mobilities part, and you also see in terms of the topics. You work within XXXX, but do you see any kind of big... Again, it's a big question, but like topical shifts, in terms of new areas? 

42:54 S2: Yeah. So I said, health is definitely one big thing. So health and active mobility is... I hate the word active mobility, all mobility is active just in different ways. But let's say walking and cycling is under focus, of course due to physical and mental health implications. So that's definitely one thing. Then this whole equity, transport poverty is also another term. Social justice, inclusion. Especially, so of course, trends are also established largely by the... Maybe they're established around people around the world, but they are re-established by the Americans. So if the Americans start largely doing something, then that becomes the mainstream thing. And of course, now in the States, anywhere where you put your looking glass you see inequality. Because, of course, there is a systematic inequality in that whole society. So any measure, any transport indicator that you want to take, you will find inequality by race, by gender, by age, by zip code or whatever. So that's...

44:30 S2: There is that. And then in the case of the emerging technologies, of course, there's a lot of people nowadays jumping on this boat of automation, connected vehicles, even you know, flying... Flying cars and everything else and so on. So that's a huge trend there, but then what's gradually emerging through that is the governance of these. The governance of smart mobility, let's say, quotes, which is still dominated by the Geels, Frank Geels, MLP. That kind of angle is still quite strong. There is some work coming from, let's say, institutional studies... Sort of institutional theory and so on, but very little from STS or philosophy of technology, I would say still, in that case.

45:40 S1: Okay, how about the relationship between policy and research communities, is this something that has changed over time do you think? Do you see a shift? 

45:56 S2: Yeah, I would actually say that maybe there are even processes of sort of learning and unlearning. So establishing connections and losing connections because they are so much person-dependent at the end of the day, in particular local contexts. But throughout the times there has always been more and more arguments, and maybe even the same arguments repeated from 20 years ago that, yes, research needs to be more engaged with practice, but that's... I think it's just happening based on particular local situations. So it's really dependent on if this university has some kind of group of people that is collaborating with people in that city and so on. I don't think it's a large kind of a trend because they are still a lot of researchers out there that're completely disconnected from realities of practice and challenges that these... Actually... I mean, we are also... We have just been finishing this one commentary on that case exactly talking about deeper understanding of both sides. How a lot of researchers end up writing papers critiquing a hypothetical planner or a hypothetical policy maker without even fully understanding that some of those planners are just sort of framed to behave in that way because of their organizational setup and institutional processes and limited time and resources on their hands and so on.

47:41 S2: So just pointing out at all the wrong things that you have... Sort of you have... Someone has done is not necessarily a good way of moving things forward, yeah? Just imagine even a child, if you just keep on just telling the child "look, you have done that wrong and that wrong and that wrong" without even understanding sort of why is it happening or what are the options for doing something differently is not gonna have a positive effect on that child's development, I would say. I'm not saying that practitioners are children, of course.

[laughter]

48:20 S2: But I think this is... We have been trying to argue that they need to work more on this kind of co-creation idea, to really not just sort of respond to the problems that are stated in the papers, but also try to reframe them based on the local context in place. And I think there is a process there, of course, but as I said, it also might go backwards in some places, reverse if people leave, as it usually happens in academic communities and people change places or then the key social network disintegrates because of that.

49:03 S1: Any examples of that? 

49:09 S2: Well I mean, even here in XXXX, there has been a period in the 'XXs where there was a very close collaboration between the institute, the research institute and the practicing planners, so they were involved in city planning and many people did their Masters Degrees or PhD degrees, and they ended up in practice, and then a couple of professors were gone... I mean, one of them went to XXXX, one of them retired and so on. So then the social network dissipated, yeah. So for a while there was a disconnect. And now, in the last five, six years, there has been sort of trying to rebuild again, the whole network. And I've seen the same stories... Or at least heard the same stories from the UK, or from the US where again some people are just there and then they managed to create some collaboration because this is at the end of the day, it's a human process, yeah? It requires you to keep on meeting these people, one... Informal and in formal ways, and it takes a while to be able to trust and to understand each other and so on. So as much as it's a long process to build, it's also very quick to dissipate if people move positions.

50:44 S3: Yeah, I just thought, you talked a lot about America being dominant as a way for the direction of transport research as far as I understand. What do you think the position is of Europe? Like what do you see, is there a European planning? Is there like a European planning, geography community or is it very fragmented? Is someone leading? 

51:11 S2: Yeah, I mean, the scale of course in Europe is smaller, let's say. And again, I would say that the mobility is... Mobility and transport research in Europe is maybe... It is different in some ways from the States, so that it has also of course affected things back there. But I think the dominant direction is still from the US to Europe, because there are... Top schools like Delft, top schools of transport engineering like Delft or Leeds or EPFL or ETH and so on, they're still modelled according... They benchmark themselves according to the American researchers, and then their benchmark conference is TRB. Their objective is, "We want to send 50 papers to TRB this year." That's how they kind of measure themselves one way or another.

52:18 S2: But of course on the other side here, there are a lot more researchers from different fields working on sort of people from future studies and from design and from many other fields that are not necessarily that much present in the States, that are studying transport and mobilities. So, there is some... I also like it in that way, it's different within the European crowds because again, it was... One of these examples was just, we were in Brussels in this XXXX Conference, and someone from the US sort of stood up and said, "Here in Europe, you're talking so much about social factors and so on." And I was actually thinking that we are not talking that much about social factors, but again, it's an impression thing, yeah? 

53:19 S2: That there are still... There is still discrepancy, I think, in kind of understanding the importance of social science and humanities.

53:29 S1: Good, we can go to...

53:32 S3: Yeah, we're just going to the... Yeah, we have five minutes left I think. So yeah, you already gave us a bit of a justification for the literature that you chose...

53:44 S2: Yeah.

53:45 S3: Which is good. Do you have anything that's in your head, that was like number six or seven on the list that you felt you couldn't include or was it an obvious choice? Or if you have any kind of dilemmas regarding the choice of the literature? 

54:00 S2: Yeah, I had a paper that I deleted.

54:02 S3: Yes? 

54:03 S2: But it was way in the past.

54:05 S3: Yeah? 

54:10 S2: Which was this XXX , who was the first one to discuss something that they turned System Optimum and User Equilibrium, these kinds of central concepts in transport system...
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