
Energy-SHIFTS Working Group 1 - Renewables. Interview 10


00:03 Speaker 1: Okay. So we can start. And I would like to start with the general and fundamental questions, if you're still okay, fine with the consent form that you have sent to me before? 

00:16 Interviewee: Yes, absolutely. Thank you very much.

00:19 S1: Okay, nothing was changed. That's good for us. That's good news. And I would like to ask you also about the participant information sheet, was it enough information or if you have any additional questions, I will be happy to answer them now or later.

00:35 Interviewee: No, at this stage I don't have.

00:38 S1: Okay, thank you very much and I would like to inform you that the transcript only the audio form will be based on only the... The audio form will be anonymized and then it will be available on the freely open and accessible data platform, which is in accordance with the European Union Funding Agreements.

01:04 Interviewee: Okay. Thank you.

01:05 S1: Okay.

01:06 Interviewee: I agree.

01:07 S1: Great. Thank you very much. So let's start. I would like to ask you about your field of interest, and please tell me briefly about that, how your research are related to renewables, what is your position, etcetera.

--Interviewee describes their affiliation and research to date, removed for anonymit—

02:49 S1: Thank you very much. And do you have collaborators in your team or maybe you rather collaborate with other people from outside of the team? 

03:00 Interviewee: From outside of my university or my discipline? 

03:04 S1: Both.

03:05 Interviewee: Okay. Yes, yes, I have experiences with collaboration, cross-borders from my colleagues, with different countries in Central Europe, in UK also. And what else? I cooperate also with psychologists for instance from Sweden.

03:35 S1: Okay, thank you very much. And do you have any project now? Do you realize any project in the renewables? 

03:43 Interviewee: Yes, absolutely. Now, I conduct research within my project related to biogas enterprises, which are located in rural areas, in peripheries, in low income societies. And I am... Conduct studies... Comparative studies in Poland, Slovakia and Czech Republic.

04:11 S1: Okay. Thank you very much. And give me please one more second. Okay, that's okay. I would like to only check if I have the proper audio recorder here and... Okay, so now I would like to focus for a while on the development of SSH literature and please tell me how you feel that SSH research in the renewables area has evolved over let's say 20, 30 years? 

04:44 Interviewee: Okay, the energy transition is characterized by spatial diversity, in terms of scope and placement, of course depending on regions, countries. It means increase in energy services, increase in green energy, zero waste projects, but now there is no clear definition [05:12] ____ how the result of this process will be. Similarly, researchers trends have changed and studies on renewables have started I think as a response to the energy crisis of the 1970s and when perception of fossil fuel has changed. And the first place, the first step belongs to hard analyses and energy industries, economics, and the second step belongs to science, social science and humanities. Researchers argue a lack of social science analysis within energy research and proposing a detailed research agenda for energy social science. What is now important most, there is a lack of methodological framework. What else? There's a lack of human center methods, for instance, qualitative methods, qualitative tools, because majority of articles based on surveys.

06:38 S1: Let's focus maybe a little more on the time. Do you think that it is possible to distinguish some particular moment of time, maybe it was some change or some events or anything happened that it established the time for renewables development? 

07:04 Interviewee: In my opinion, it was in Europe, generally in West world, 1890s, the 20th Century in Poland, circa 20-30 years later. It was of course linked with policy change, European union for instance which... Forcing local governments and state governments to increasing renewables.

07:40 S1: Thank you very much. And you mention also about dominant methodology or maybe not exactly methodology, but the technique, the surveys and I would like to ask you about any others [07:55] ____, do you think that maybe some paradigm or theories or approaches or methodologies are dominant in the field or the other... Contrary, the other are marginalized? 

08:10 Interviewee: Yes. Okay, so there is a lack of articles, lack of studies, reported interdisciplinary collaboration, and it's really important because this kind of cooperation leads to new approaches to problems, to complex problems. What else, lack of comparative studies, which are really important because producing more data on the single case. Here... When we have stronger evidence, wider results, much more available approaches. And based on my background there is a lack of papers in spatial and geographical context. Spatial analysis, planing analysis, perception of landscape, cultural landscape, and social spatial relations with local structures.

09:27 S1: When you mention the geography aspect, you're seeing in terms of topics, yes, of different perspectives, but mainly about the topics. What about the geography in terms of scholars contribution, do you think that maybe some geographies or some other group of scholars are marginalized in the field while the others are more visible? 

09:56 Interviewee: Yes, I think we might see a clear gap in researchers from central Europe, if we're considering this issue geographically. Why it's so important to Central European countries? Because of history in these region, this European region, domination of one energy source for instance, nuclear power, hard coal, centralization of national electricity grids, dependence from East especially from Russia. And of course, energy transition in this part of Europe, going in a different manner than in Western Europe. We have some barriers to energy transition from fossil fuels to renewables. And other gap I think, rural areas and peripheries. In the context of energy transition, in the context of renewables and green energy production. Why, because it is hard to conduct research, within rural people in rural areas because of lack of trust, sometimes you have to have gatekeepers, because of socio-economic structure of rural people, domination of neighborhood and family ties. Yeah.

11:43 S1: Yeah, thank you very much. And let's talk for a moment about the relationships between the policy and research communities. How do you think, was it changed over the time or what are these relations in your opinion? 

12:04 Interviewee: Some researchers, critics, a large gap exists between what energy researchers think is important and what energy owners, business people, policy makers actually think to do. And why? Because of isolation of scientifics, because of lack of connection between researchers and the businesses, public sector generally. And majority of articles have no funding sponsors, [12:36] ____ author scientifics have not received feedback actually from public sector or other entities. And I think it's the most important issue in this context, the lack of connection between researchers and public sector.

13:01 S1: And do you observed an attempt of the policy bodies to build a bridge between the policy and science, especially I mean here the social sciences and humanities? 

13:22 Interviewee: Mm-hmm. Perhaps it exists, but actually I have not the chance yet to observe the situation.

13:38 S1: Okay, but you refer now to the State policy or also to the international, for example, the European policy? 

13:54 Interviewee: European policy. Okay. You mean European requirements for our countries, or...

14:04 S1: Well, yes it is one of the factors here is that some kind of pressure that comes from the European policy, and on our policy makers, but no, I ask you rather about the general cooperation between the policy body and the process of policy making. And about your opinion, how it is fed by the scientists because sometimes we have the different international programs or call. So do you think that it is helpful for making better policy or scientific [14:44] ____.

14:44 Interviewee: So this project is an example of this kind of platform cooperation. Yes, but actually I think maybe it's cooperation, not only with state authorities, but with local authorities, we've served government at local levels, it might be an example of this kind of collaboration, maybe with other entities, public entities, NGO's for instance.

15:26 S1: Yes, yes, of course. When I say about the policy, I mean the policy also in terms of NGO's activity not only the politics, yeah. Okay, Thank you. So, now I would like to ask you about the references that you sent to us, but before that, I would like to explain why I ask you for that, because under the energy shift, we come back to the program, Horizon Scan, and together with preparing the final report, we would like to prepare some kind of annotated bibliography. That's why we ask our respondents, different scholars, for choosing the most important or from some reason significant position in the literature. And we would like to put them together with some comments and a brief characterisation and prepare the annotated bibliography. That's why I would like to ask you if you would like to be listed in general acknowledgements if we used your references.

16:41 Interviewee: Okay, so I choose five pieces of the literature, and maybe the first one about "not in my backyard concept idea", which points out issues regarding people's response to renewables, especially large installations. And this paper's really interesting because... Including other aspects of public acceptance to renewables. Behavioral, psychological, institutional and others. And it refers to [17:29] ____ place, which is really important for my background, for human geography. The relation between place and space, place is a different term than space because some kind of makes physical aspects and meanings, emotions. Sometimes we may define the term place there in the context of a conservative way, or a progressive way. But apart from these two different meanings, place is the most important when we're thinking about location of renewables technologies, renewables facilities.

18:20 Interviewee: And so it was the first one. And the second, why I pointed article Professor Pasqualetti, because this paper is about energy landscapes, renewable energy landscape actually in the social context. And what's important in energy studies and fruitful energy transition, including social and cultural aspects, as Professor said. Okay, and the third one, which is some kind of synthesis document, synthesis paper about social sciences in energy studies. Some pros and cons about current situations and points to the most important research problems. For instance, lack of qualitative researches, the marginal role of women, representatives of social sciences. And it's based on comparative status.

19:41 Interviewee: Okay, it differed also regarding landscape, developed energy landscape and some other functions of this new landscape. For instance; role of renewables in tourism development, industrial tourism development and new niche of this kind of tourism, energy tourism. And the last one but not least, I think. According to Professor Pasqualetti, social embeddedness should be a priority for renewable energy planning. At present, such topics receive only glancing notice. And this paper is about embeddedness concept, it's about relation between energy entities, in this case biogas enterprise, with local actors based on some alliances with local authorities, NGOs and inhabitants.

20:55 S1: Thank you very much, was it difficult to choose only five? 

21:00 Interviewee: Only five [chuckle] Yes.

21:01 S1: Yes, but was it difficult? Or... Yes? 

21:03 Interviewee: It was difficult because it was only five.

21:08 S1: Yes, and you chose... Three of the references are related somehow to the landscape and two are more overviewing. Yes? Two of them. So, I would like to ask you about this landscape perception. Do you think that taking into account the development of the landscape is especially important in the field of renewables? 

21:34 Interviewee: Yes, absolutely I think now. Because positive response to renewables, its pivotal role to further energy transition, further renewables facilities. And when is the lack of mutual cooperation between new business enterprises and the local entities, there's maybe, of course, lack of trust. It might be opposition of local people to this new dominant, new element of this landscape, cultural landscape. Not only in the physical context, but also in the social aspect. I've said one of researcher disruption of the place where the renewable installation is located affect not only physical aspects but also social networks, which are a really important source supporting for especially local income societies.

22:53 S1: Thank you very much. And when you look in general on the field of renewables, do you notice any gaps for example in the literature or in the current research. Something that is important and according to you should be investigated, but it's not or in not sufficient degree? 

23:22 Interviewee: Apart from this geographical aspect, I mean, lack of literature from a central Europe. And lack of researchers from rural areas, peripheries. I also observe lack of research regarding other renewables because many articles, it's about well known renewables. As I said, WSW or water, sun and wind. Yes. But what's with others? We have bio-fuels, biomass, bio-waste, geothermal of course. And here we have, of course, we have researcher studies but... About these renewables, but they are from hard researchers, hard scientists, engineering industry, not within physiological sciences.

24:31 S1: I see. So, if I understood properly, you think that some technologies of renewables are privileged in terms of research. That's why...

24:41 Interviewee: Yeah. Some sources, I think. Sources and facilities, yeah.

24:49 S1: Okay, thank you very much, and well now I would like to ask you again. Are you happy with being with the possibility of being listed among other contributors to the annotated bibliography in the general acknowledgement? 

25:08 Interviewee: Yes, absolutely. Thank you very much for this chance that I took part in this project.

25:16 S1: Thank you very much, also. And congratulate you because one of the literature positions you are the author on one of that and I know it, it was published in the Energy Research & Social Science Journal.

25:28 Interviewee: Thank you very much.

25:29 S1: And now I would like to tell you a few words more maybe about the horizon scanning. I know that you know this methodology, but as a part of the methodology, is creating a group of, a working group of 30 leading or representative researchers for the field. Not only in terms of being the most famous, but also in terms of being representative of the group that maybe are marginalized but their voices are important here. And we have 10 distinguished scholars for interviewing and then we would like to invite more scholars for creating this working group. This working group will answer all our survey online and we will ask them for distributing the survey among other scholars, and then the group will vote on the most important questions for survey scanning and then we'll organize a webinar with members of working group. We'll deliberate on the issue crucial or the questions crucial for the field. So, I would like to ask you about your suggestion of some scholar, maybe you know someone who should be included or invited to the group.

· discussion on other people to involve, removed for anonymit - 
28:15 Interviewee: Okay. Okay. Yes, yes, yes. I think about policy and researchers. Because our policy requirements, for instance, European Union, members of European Union have to change energy mix and forcing... They are forcing for achieve certain amount of energy, green energy. And the main way to achieve this goal, this policy goal, is produce energy from large scale installations, large scale renewables in centralized energy. But there's a different mode to achieve this goal, decentralized energy. And this is also a challenge for social science development for the next years, for the next months. How these different modes of renewables may exist in a changing dynamic landscape and how we may... How we may help to achieve this goal. Because current situation, we have, for instance, returned to the Nuclear power or Co-firing Biomass with for instance, Hard coal. Because it guarantees reduction of emission.

29:53 S1: Yeah, that's true. Okay. And at the end, I would like to ask you some, about one maybe additional thing. Do you think that in your country, I mean, in Poland or maybe in the whole region, the importance or significance of the SSH perspective is noticed by the policy makers or by the academic community, or it still needs more promotion? Because you told that it is important and the contribution of SSH scholars are important, but on the other hand, there are not so many scholars in Poland interested in energy issue, yes... Recruiting from the SSH field.

30:43 Interviewee: Yes, I agree with you. Absolutely. Because I think it's not much more popular than other disciplines. For instance, in my background in [discipline], it's really some kind of niche. Because it's combined very different disciplines, it's interdisciplinary actually. Interdisciplinary topic, I think. No issues. So, it's some kind of challenge for University... For universities, institutions, scientific institutions to help improve this kind of researchers, to support this development of energy-related social sciences.

· Discussion about follow up - 
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