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An Elian Bicentenary 
 
Charles Lamb first published ‘The Praise of Chimney-Sweepers' in the 
London Magazine, in May 1822.  

From 'The Praise of Chimney-Sweepers' 
 

I am by nature extremely susceptible of street affronts; the jeers and 
taunts of the populace; the low-bred triumph they display over the 
casual trip, or splashed stocking, of a gentleman. Yet can I endure the 
jocularity of a young sweep with something more than forgiveness. In 
the last winter but one, pacing along Cheap-side with my accustomed 
precipitation when I walk westward, a treacherous slide brought me 
upon my back in an instant. I scrambled up with pain and shame 
enough -- yet outwardly trying to face it down, as if nothing had 
happened -- when the roguish grin of one of these young wits 
encountered me. There he stood, pointing me out with his dusky finger 
to the mob, and to a poor woman (I suppose his mother) in particular, 
till the tears for the exquisiteness of the fun (so he thought it) worked 
themselves out at the corners of his poor red eyes, red from many a 
previous weeping, and soot-inflamed, yet twinkling through all with 
such a joy, snatched out of desolation, that Hogarth – but Hogarth has 
got him already (how could he miss him?) in the March to Finchley, 
grinning at the pye-man – there he stood, as he stands in the picture, 
irremovable, as if the jest was to last for ever – with such a maximum of 
glee, and minimum of mischief, in his mirth – for the grin of a genuine 
sweep hath absolutely no malice in it –that I could have been content, if 
the honour of a gentleman might endure it, to have remained his butt 
and his mockery till midnight. 
 
 
 
 Front cover images of Mary and Charles Lamb are taken from the MacDonald  
edition of the Works of Charles and Mary Lamb (London: Dent, 1903-1908).
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  Essays submitted to the journal should be in 11-point Book 
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